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Metz on the Lorraine frontier. It was stormed on the isth
September, the French attacking the apex and the Americans
its two fronts. The pursuit was pushed to the Moselle, some of
the advanced patrols coming under the long-range fire of the
western forts of Metz. These were the only shots fired by a
German fortress in the West during the whole war,

Pershing had hoped and suggested that he should be sent
with an army of a million to invade German Lorraine, blockade
Metz, and push on into the Rhineland. He would soon have
reserves of a million more in France, with two millions still in
the training camps of America. He agreed, however, to lay this
scheme aside, to be acted upon if the war lasted into 1919, and
accepted the task assigned to him by Foch, an advance north
of Verdun through the hill and forest lands of the Argonne and
the Ardennes to seize the narrow bottle-neck, between the
Ardennes hills and the Dutch frontier, through which by Liege
ran the best line of retreat for the German armies in France.
The penetration into the Argonne would bar their only alter-
native line of supply, the railway that follows the French fron-
tier to link up with the northern railway system of France at
Hirson junction.

In September, after nine days of battle, Haig broke through
the formidable defences of the Hindenburg Line. In October
the German retirement from Flanders began; Ostend, Zee-
brugge, Bruges, and Lille were abandoned. In the Argonne
the Americans fought their way through four successive en-
trenched lines, and by the end of the month they had seized the
frontier railway and were on the heights commanding Sedan.
They had taken 26,000 prisoners and 800 guns, losing 117,000
killed and wounded. The French advance linked up the Ameri-
cans on the right with Haig's push towards Mons across the
ground over which the British had retreated in 1914.

In their anxiety to collect as large a force as possible in France
for the great stroke in March, the German leaders had sent no
help to their Allies in Syria, Macedonia, and Italy. The Ger-
man divisions had been withdrawn from Venetia, the Bul-
garians were left to bear the whole brunt of the war in the
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